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MEDIA RELEASE
September 26, 1986
ALEX STEPANZOFF, LEADER OF THE BAND,
TO BE GRAND MARSHALL AT UM HOMECOMING PARADE
MISSOULA —
Alex Stepanzoff might be called a venerable, respected,
long-time citizen of the community by those inclined toward
understatement.

He might be called charismatic, flamboyant and

possessed of an exhausting energy by those who have been in
closer contact with him over the years.
But above all, Alex Stepanzoff, 84, is called the leader of
the band -- the Missoula City Band, to be exact, which he has
conducted for the past 45 years -- and for that as well as for
his commitment to the Missoula community and the University of
Montana, Stepanzoff will serve as grand marshall during the
University of Montana's homecoming parade this Saturday.
Since his arrival in Missoula in 1922 at the age of 20,
Stepanzoff has poured seemingly endless amounts of energy and
commitment into his interests and his adopted community.

Born in

Harbin, Manchuria to wealthy parents, he became a welter-weight
champion wrestler and weightlifter and played the French horn in
several bands and orchestras during his school years.
UM President C.H. Clapp invited Stepanzoff to enter UM as
the first foreign-exchange student.

With a twinkle and a grin,

Stepanzoff says, "I really came because he said he would adopt
- more -
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me!"

Although adoption papers were not exactly part of the

package, Stepanzoff soon found himself in a school and community
that took to him as much as he took to them.

His initial

wrestling exploits on the UM team amazed his coaches, since
Stepanzoff's record of championships had been kept secret from
them as a playful prank by President Clapp.

He never had a loss

-- although sometimes, he says, his wife Jo reminds him that it
might have done him some good to "take a licking."
Stepanzoff also helped organize the first UM International
Club and followed that up with the International Club Orchestra.
With the exception of several years spent doing graduate
work at Columbia University in New York and working for the Chase
Manhattan Bank, Stepanzoff has made his home in Missoula.

He

originally worked for his father-in-law's flour and bakery
operation in Bozeman, then transferred in 1939 to the family’s
Missoula Bon Ton Plant.
He joined the Missoula City Band, and two years later, in
1941, was invited to become its director.

Under his direction

the band grew in number from 25 to nearly 65 musicians, added
women musicians for the first time and included guest vocalists.
His work with the band was only the beginning.

Stepanzoff

also conducted the Missoula City Elks Band for 15 years, served
as guest conductor of bands in Munich, Germany, and Oaxaca,
Mexico, as well as the U.S. Navy Airforce and Army Field Bands.
He instituted summer concerts in Bonner Park and led the band in
more

stepanz.rl -- 3
performances at Expo '74.
A life-long supporter of the university, Stepanzoff retained
his close ties through UM's Local Executive Board, both as a
member and as chairman.

He has been appointed and reappointed by

Montana's governors for the past 40 years, and as such has been a
valued counselor and advisor to several presidents of UM.
The university and the community have bestowed numerous
awards on Stepanzoff over the years, including UM's prestigious
Panzter Award in 1977, special recognition by the Association of
Concert Bands in 1985, and twice the designation of "Alex
Stepanzoff Day" in Missoula, the most recent on Aug. 6 this year.
Stepanzoff, who takes an impish delight in having turned
down interviews with both "Newsweek" and "Time," nevertheless
delights in telling stories of his exploits and accomplishments.
He stresses, however, that the story of the highlights is not
really the whole story and that he is as human and ordinary as
anyone else.

Perhaps.

But his enthusiasm for living and his

visibility in the community can hardly be overlooked.

And, as

grand marshall in the 1986 homecoming parade, Stepanzoff is a
fitting symbol of the fun and tradition he has helped incorporate
into the Missoula community and the University of Montana for the
past 64 years.
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